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A shutdown’s effect on higher ed
When we read or hear about the
federal shutdown in the media, we
learn that it is due to the inability of
our politicians to compromise, that all
federal employees who are not considered essential are subject to a furlough,
and that national parks and museums
usually close. Yet, one may ask, how
such shutdowns affect higher education. After all, most of higher education
– including student aid – is supported
directly or indirectly by the federal
government.
To begin with, we need to remember that although no new federal dollars can be spent during a shutdown,
money that has already been approved,
such as for student-aid programs or
research grants, is still available. The
same can be said about spending mandated by law, such as the Pell Grant
Program, money for federal direct student loans, and benefits paid through
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Still, that does not mean that all
would be well. The military service
academies, such as West Point, would
shut down because civilian faculty and
staff, who constitute a significant portion of their personnel, would be sent
home, affecting the quality of education of our future military leaders.
Even things that do not seem to have
a personal touch can be significantly
disrupted, such as services that aid
students applying for federal financial
aid through the U.S. Department of
Education Web site.
The same can be said about researchers applying for grants to federal institutions such as the National Science
Foundation, or regarding major
research projects that are time sensitive, such as launching space missions.
Astronomers would lose invaluable
hours of observation time at feder-
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ally funded observatories, researchers
at the National Institutes of Health
would be unable to enroll patients
in clinical trials, and federally-funded
scientific expeditions would be cancelled. Government employees would
be barred from attending conferences
in their disciplines.
On the other hand, services such as
the U.S. Geological Survey’s on-duty
seismologists in Golden, Colorado,
who monitor earthquakes worldwide to produce real-time analysis
and damage estimates, would remain
open. Drug reviews by the Federal
Drug Administration would continue
because these undertakings are funded
by fees from the pharmaceutical industry.
Some may think that committed
researchers could continue to operate
from home thanks to the Internet. Yet,
by law, they are forbidden to work
whatsoever, so they cannot even have
work-related communications via
email.
The net result of all this political mess
would be the continuing loss of ground
for the nation’s leadership position in
areas that are critical to our national
security, such as science and technology. Meanwhile, adversaries like China
would see this as an opportunity to
take over the relative supremacy that
the U.S. has held in this area since the
Sputnik era.
If you believe that this is an overstatement, look at the numbers. Since
2000, China has grown its spending on

research and development by about 18
percent on average while ours grew
only by four percent. Between 2010 and
2015 the share of investment by the U.S.
government in that area has declined
from 30 percent to 25 percent of the
total country’s expenditures in research
and development. And the gap will be
growing in critical areas. China plans to
invest 100 times more in artificial intelligence than the U.S. did in 2016 and
now they have 200 of the fastest 500
world’s supercomputers, while the U.S.
has fewer than 150. Those computers
are essential in areas such as defense
and homeland security.
Some will think that because of the
furloughs and freezing in spending, the
federal government would save money
in a shutdown. Think again. After the
2013 government shutdown, Congress
approved about $2 billion in retroactive
compensation for the employees who
were furloughed, erasing any payroll
savings. After all, why should people
pay for Congress’ inability to do its
most basic job? Further, many expenditures for projects resumed at a higher
pace in order to make up for the lost
time.
On the other hand, that does not
mean that there are not financial effects
of a federal shutdown. According to a
report issued by the White House, the
2013 crisis led to a loss of $2 billion in
productivity.
Why we are risking the U.S. position as the only superpower left due to
government shutdowns? The politics
of ideology.
Since 1977 there have been 19 federal shutdowns. The six that took
place during the Carter Administration
were over federal funding for abortion. The longest one, a 21-day closure, took place during the Clinton

Administration when the Republicancontrolled Congress shut down the
government over expenditures on
funding for Medicare, education, public health, and the environment. The
2013 shutdown was over funding of the
Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”).
The most recent was over immigration
policy.
There was a time when the Congress,
composed of elected officials paid by
taxpayers, always tried to reach compromises in order to keep the country going. That is not true anymore.
Further, they seem to enjoy the increasing polarization of the American society, their ability to ignore facts, and
being able to get away with lying to
our citizens. Now what we have is a
system of government that is not only
increasingly dysfunctional, but also
underfunded and lacking of visionary
leadership.
No wonder Congress has an
approval rating of only 20 percent.
But we should also see this state of
affairs as a reflection on ourselves.
How does a body that we elect and
fund through our taxes misbehave at
such levels? In a country in which less
than 50 percent of the people eligible
to vote exercise that right every two
years, and where most people who
vote do not look in depth for whom
and what they are voting for, that is
not surprising.
At the end of the day it is upon us
to call into account the people who are
supposed to run the country. That is
what democracy is all about.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and
college professor with leadership experience in higher education. He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Glen Carbon Elementary second grader Kendall Bonney smiles as she prepares to make a
landform from a dough mixture.
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After reviewing all the land
forms, Herman explained in detail
how they would be constructing
them all out of dough.
“Press out dough to make your
plains. Take some more, make some
mountains,” Herman instructed
the students.
“Remember that your mountains
are the highest point of land so
make it come up to a point. Not
just a little hill, but we want nice
big mountains. Flatten the dough

out to make your valleys, and then
take a little bit of dough and add
an island – you can have one, two
or more.”
“Then this area where there’s
open cardboard is the salty water.
What’s this called?”
“Ocean,” Aida said.
The students then constructed
their landforms. “We will let it
dry over the weekend, and then
on Monday, we’ll do the fun part
of labeling, making a map key
and making sure it all matches,”
Herman said.
Herman, who is in her 20th year
teaching for District 7, pointed out
that they’d continue the lesson on
Monday discussing the features of a

map and the role of a map key while
they painted their land forms.
Herman has taught second grade
at District 7 for 16 years, but also
taught kindergarten and first grade
for a few years during her career
with the district. “I love second
grade. That’s where my heart is
at,” she said.
What is it about second grade
that she enjoys so much? “They
still love school for one. Their
energy and enthusiasm for school –
they love school,” Herman emphasized. “They are starting to gain
their independence where they can
do some things on their own, but
their energy and enthusiasm is still
all about school.”

She and her sister-in-law
decided to open the restaurant. “We’re making it
a family business. Cindy
is keeping her full-time job
for now, but she’ll be here
nights and weekends.”
The sisters-in law visited six other locations
and the first location
in Wilmington, North
Carolina, before starting
work on the Edwardsville
location.
Sanderson said that
people familiar with the Lo
Cal Café should like Clean
Eatz. “It’s about clean eating with natural fruits, vegetables and proteins, along
with healthy fats and whole
grains,” she said. “We’re
backing away from refined
grains, sugar, sodium and
unhealthy fats.”
The restaurant will
offer dine-in and carryout options. Dine-in customers will order at the
counter and servers will
bring the food out to their
table.
“Almost all our entrees
come with a side and drink,”
Sanderson said. Drinks
will include fruited water,
unsweet tea, and non-aspartame Crystal Light.
Clean Eatz will also offer
grab-and-go meals. “These
are frozen, ready–made
meals,” Sanderson said.
“We’ll also have family
meals with four servings
for $17. 99.
One thing that makes
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SIUE students to see fee increase
For the Intelligencer

The Southern Illinois
University Board of Trustees today approved feerelated changes for the
Edwardsville campus for
the fall and spring terms
of the 2018-19 academic
year. The changes made

during the board’s meeting on the Edwardsville
campus involved instituting a less-confusing General Student Fee (GSF) to
replace the past piecemeal
individual fee structure.
The consolidated GSF
will charge a consistent amount per credit
hour for undergraduate,
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A down payment of $`12,215
will be made with vehicle seizure
funds. The remaining $25,770 will
be financed over three years using
the vehicle supervision fund.
The board also approved the
purchase of new garage doors for
the old firehouse at a cost of $9,283.
The doors will be supplied by
Thermo Door Company.
Water and pre-annexation agree-

graduate and professional students whether
enrolled in on-campus,
off-campus, online or
hybrid courses. Effective
fall 2018, the GSF will be
$100.30 per credit hour,
representing an increase
of $3.55 (3.7 percent) over
the $96.75 adjusted rate
per credit hour from the

ments were approved for 6036
Cherokee Dr., Glen Carbon, and 15
Trailridge Lane, Glen Carbon.
Annexation agreements, meanwhile, were approved for 2001
Hillcreek Road, Collinsville;
14 Hillside Dr., Collinsville; 17
Burdick Creek Road, Collinsville
and 5735 Old Keebler Road,
Collinsville.
Maryville Police Chief Rob
Carpenter reported his department received 368 calls for service
in January, up 93 from January,
2017.
The department issued 111 cita-

previous year.
Programmatic increases will impact facilities,
Information
Technology Services (ITS), student
programming,
student
government, student publications, Counseling and
Health Services, Career
Development Center and
Intercollegiate Athletics.

tions during the month, 57 fewer
than for the same period a year
ago.
Eleven accident reports were
filed in January, 1 less than
January, 2017.
Building
and
Zoning
Administrator Kevin Flaugher
reported seven building permits
with an estimated construction
value of $1,612,000 were issued in
January.
Fees for the permits totaled
$7,474, which compares to the
$769 in permit fees collected in
January, 2017.

Roehnelt played high
school soccer at Metamora
Township High School,
and last season she started 17 games for the SIUE
Cougars, according to the
team’s website. The season
before, she made 22 starts
for the Cougars, including
one in goal.
On Jan. 8, Roehnelt allegedly told SIUE Director of
Athletics Jason Coomer that
she had been manufacturing the fraudulent IDs for
about a year and had been
selling them for $50 apiece
or $40 for five, according to
the statement.
Roehnelt sold about 30
fraudulent IDs in the past
year, although it’s possible
that additional IDs may
have been made using
other equipment, Schmoll
said. Some IDs were sold on
campus while others were
sold through the mail.
On Jan. 10, SIUE police
obtained a search warrant

Clean Eatz different from
other restaurants will be
the weekly meal plans
offered by the restaurant.
Customers will receive
an email with the choices for the week ahead on
Thursday. They can sign
up for meals by Sunday
night, and pick them up
on Monday. “Each meal
feeds one person. You can
sign up for as many as you
want,” Sanderson said.
“I think it’s a service that
people are looking for.”
There is discounted pricing for multiple meals, and
customized meals will be
available.
Sanderson said the restaurant is for those who
want to “lose, gain, or
maintain” weight. “You
can tell us what you want
to do and how you want to
eat. For example, if you’re
doing Whole 30 or a paleo
plan, or some other plan,
we can help you.” They
will also offer vegan and
glucose-free options.
The menu has bison and
turkey burgers. There will
also be salmon, shrimp,
and shredded beef. All the
calories are listed on the
menu board, and further
nutrition information is
available.
The restaurant will seat
46 for inside dining and
have 10 to 12 employees.
“It’s hard to guess if dine-in
or carry-out will do better,”
Sanderson said.
She is eager to open,
Sanderson said. “We’ve
gotten a lot of love on social
media and also by people
just stopping by to see what
we’re doing,” she said.
for Roehnelt’s campus
apartment at Evergreen
Hall. They came away with
a 37 items that they suspect
were related to fraudulent
ID manufacturing, including a MacBook Pro, an
Apple iPhone 7, a printer,
and various other electronic
equipment.
The
investigation
revealed that she had been
making fake drivers licenses
from Kentucky and South
Carolina, Schmoll said. The
investigation determined
that she had likely been acting on her own, Schmoll
said.
At some point during the
investigation, Roehnelt was
removed from the soccer
team.
On Feb. 1, the Madison
County State’s Attorney’s
Office charged Roehnelt with
one count of Manufacturing
Fraudulent ID Card and
one count of Possession of
Fraudulent ID Card.
Circuit Judge Richard
Tognarelli set her bond at
$50,000. Shortly after her
arrest on Friday, Roehnelt
was released on her own
recognizance.

